
Join us for a book discussion! 

Call to register: 973-835-5044 
 

* Revised June 28th * 

 November 22nd - The Splendid & the Vile: A Saga of  

Churchill, Family, & Defiance During the Blitz by Erik 

Larson   Erik Larson shows, in cinematic detail, how Churchill taught the 

British people “the art of being fearless.” It is a story of political brinkman-

ship, but it’s also an intimate domestic drama, set against the backdrop of 

Churchill’s prime-ministerial country home, Chequers; his wartime retreat, 

Ditchley, where he and his entourage go when the moon is brightest and 

the bombing threat is highest; and of course 10 Downing Street in London. 

Drawing on diaries, original archival documents, and once-secret intelli-

gence reports—some released only recently—Larson provides a new lens 

on London’s darkest year through the day-to-day experience of Churchill 

and his family. 

 

 

 December 13th - Britt-Marie Was Here by Fredrik 

Backman    When Britt-Marie walks out on her cheating husband and 

has to fend for herself in the miserable backwater town of Borg—of which 

the kindest thing one can say is that it has a road going through it—she 

finds work as the caretaker of a soon-to-be demolished recreation center. 

The fastidious Britt-Marie soon finds herself being drawn into the daily 

doings of her fellow citizens, an odd assortment of miscreants, drunkards. 

Most alarming of all, she’s given the impossible task of leading the  

supremely untalented children’s soccer team to victory. In this small town 

of misfits, can Britt-Marie find a place where she truly belongs? 



Book Discussion Group  
Usually on the fourth Monday of each month, 7:00 p.m. 

Copies of the book are available at the library to borrow while  

supplies last. (Audiobooks and large print copies included) 

 January 25th - An Invisible Thread by Laura Shroff 

She was a successful ad sales rep in Manhattan. He was a homeless, eleven-year-

old panhandler on the street. He asked for spare change; she kept walking. But 

then something stopped her in her tracks, and she went back. And she continued 

to go back, again and again. They met up nearly every week for years and built an 

unexpected, life-changing friendship that has today spanned almost three decades. 

 

 February 22nd - The World That We Knew by Alice  

Hoffman    At the time when the world changed, Hanni Kohn knows she must 

send her daughter away to save her from the Nazi regime. Her desperation leads 

her to Ettie, the daughter of a rabbi whose years spent eavesdropping on her  

father enables her to create a mystical Jewish creature, a rare and unusual golem, 

who is sworn to protect Hanni’s daughter, Lea. Once Ava is brought to life, she and 

Lea and Ettie become eternally entwined, their paths fated to cross, their fortunes 

linked. 

 

 March 22nd - The Silent Patient by Alex Michaelides 

Alicia Berenson’s life is seemingly perfect. One evening her husband Gabriel  

returns home late from a fashion shoot, and Alicia shoots him five times in the 

face, and then never speaks another word. Theo Faber is a criminal psychothera-

pist who has waited a long time for the opportunity to work with Alicia. His  

determination to get her to talk and unravel the mystery of why she shot her  

husband takes him down a twisting path into his own motivations―a search for 

the truth that threatens to consume him.... 

 

 July 26th - The Glass Hotel by Emily St. John Mandel 
Vincent is a bartender at the Hotel Caiette, a five-star lodging on the 

northern- most tip of Vancouver Island. On the night she meets Jonathan 

Alkaitis, a hooded figure scrawls a message on the lobby's glass wall: Why 

don’t you swallow broken glass. High above Manhattan, a greater crime is 

committed: Alkaitis is running an international Ponzi scheme, moving  

imaginary sums of money through clients’ accounts. When the financial 

empire collapses, it obliterates countless fortunes and devastates lives. 

Vincent, who had been posing as Jonathan’s wife, walks away into the 

night. Years later, a victim of the fraud is hired to investigate a strange 

occurrence: a woman has seemingly vanished from the deck of a container 

ship between ports of call. 

 

 August 23rd - The Midnight Library by Matt Haig 

Somewhere out beyond the edge of the universe there is a library that 

contains an infinite number of books, each one the story of another  

reality. One tells the story of your life as it is, along with another book for 

the other life you could have lived if you had made a different choice at 

any point in your life. While we all wonder how our lives might have been, 

what if you had the chance to go to the library and see for yourself? 

Would any of these other lives truly be better? 

 

 September 27th - Shakespeare Reading 

 

 October 25th - The Pull of the Stars by Emma  

Donoghue  In an Ireland doubly ravaged by war and disease, Nurse 

Julia Power works at an understaffed hospital in the city center, where 

expectant mothers who have come down with the terrible new Flu are 

quarantined together. Into Julia's regimented world step two outsiders -- 

Doctor Kathleen Lynn, a rumored Rebel on the run from the police , and a 

young volunteer helper, Bridie Sweeney. In the darkness and intensity of 

this tiny ward, over three days, these women change each other's lives in 

unexpected ways. 


