Book Discussion Group Selections 2012
January 16 – The Girl Who Played with Fire by Steig Larsson
Mikael Blomkvist, crusading publisher of the magazine Millennium, has decided to
run a story that will expose an extensive sex trafficking operation. On the eve of its
publication, the two reporters responsible for the article are murdered, and the
fingerprints found on the murder weapon belong to his friend, the troubled genius
hacker Lisbeth Salander. Blomkvist, convinced of Salander’s innocence, plunges into
an investigation. Meanwhile, Salander herself is drawn into a murderous game of cat
and mouse, which forces her to face her dark past.
February 27 – The Girl Who Kicked the Hornet’s Nest by Steig Larsson
In the concluding volume of Stieg Larsson's Millennium trilogy, Lisbeth Salander lies
in critical condition in a Swedish hospital, a bullet in her head.
But she's fighting for her life in more ways than one: if and when she recovers, she'll
stand trial for three murders. With the help of Mikael Blomkvist, she'll need to
identify those in authority who have allowed the vulnerable, like herself, to suffer
abuse and violence. And, on her own, she'll seek revenge--against the man who tried
to killer her and against the corrupt government institutions that nearly destroyed her
life.
March 19 – The Necklace by Cheryl Jarvis
The true story of thirteen women who took a risk on an expensive diamond necklace
and, in the process, changed not only themselves but a community.
April 16 – Wedding in December by Anita Shreve
The author of the "New York Times" bestseller "Light on Snow" returns with a
powerful new novel about old friends, a wedding, and a gathering that will change
their lives.
May 21 – Hotel on the Corner of Bitter & Sweet by Jamie Ford
In the opening pages of Jamie Ford’s stunning debut novel, Hotel on the Corner of
Bitter and Sweet, Henry Lee comes upon a crowd gathered outside the Panama Hotel,
once the gateway to Seattle’s Japantown. It has been boarded up for decades, but now
the new owner has made an incredible discovery: the belongings of Japanese
families, left when they were rounded up and sent to internment camps during World
War II. As Henry looks on, the owner opens a Japanese parasol. Set during one of the
most conflicted and volatile times in American history, Hotel on the Corner of Bitter
and Sweet is an extraordinary story of commitment and enduring hope.
June 18 – Devil in the White City by Erik Larson
Erik Larson—author of #1 bestseller In the Garden of Beasts—intertwines the true
tale of the 1893 World's Fair and the cunning serial killer who used the fair to lure his
victims to their death. Combining meticulous research with nail-biting storytelling,
Erik Larson has crafted a narrative with all the wonder of newly discovered history
and the thrills of the best fiction.
July 23 - Snow Flower and the Secret Fan by Lisa See. Set in remote 19th-century
China, a novel of friendship, cultural rules, love and betryal.

August 27 - One for the Money by Janet Evanovich
Welcome to Trenton, New Jersey, home to wiseguys, average Joes, and Stephanie Plum, who
sports a big attitude and even bigger money problems (since losing her job as a lingerie buyer
for a department store). Stephanie needs cash-fast-but times are tough, and soon she's forced
to turn to the last resort of the truly desperate: family.... Stephanie lands a gig at her sleazy
cousin Vinnie's bail bonding company. She's got no experience. But that doesn't matter. As
does the fact that the bail jumper in question is local vice cop Joe Morelli. From the time he
first looked up her dress to the time he first got into her pants M-o-r-e-l-l-i has spelled t-r-ou-b-l-e. If Stephanie can nab Morelli in a week, she'll make a cool ten grand. All she has to
do is become an expert bounty hunter overnight-and keep herself from getting killed before
she gets her man....
September 24 - Pillars of the Earth by Ken Follett
From #1 New York Times bestselling author Ken Follett comes this spellbinding epic set in
twelfth-century England. The Pillars of the Earth tells the story of the lives entwined in the
building of the greatest Gothic cathedral the world has ever known-and a struggle between
good and evil that will turn church against state, and brother against brother.
October 22 – Dracula by Bram Stoker
Acting on behalf of his firm of solicitors, Jonathan Harker travels to the Carpathian
Mountains to finalize the sale of England's Carfax Abbey to Transylvanian noble Count
Dracula. Little does he realize that, in doing so, he endangers all that he loves. For Dracula is
one of the Un-Dead--a centuries-old vampire who sleeps by day and stalks by night, feasting
on the blood of his helpless victims. Once on English soil, the count sets his sights on
Jonathan's circle of associates, among them his beloved wife Mina. To thwart Dracula's evil
designs, Jonathan and his friends will have to accept as truth the most preposterous
superstitions concerning vampires, and in the company of legendary vampire hunter
Abraham Van Helsing, embark on an unholy adventure for which even their worst
nightmares have not prepared them.
First published in 1897, Bram Stoker's Dracula established the ground rules for virtually all
vampire fiction written in its wake
November 26 - Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Society by Mary Ann Shaffer
January 1946: writer Juliet Ashton receives a letter from a stranger, a founding member of
the Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society. And so begins a remarkable tale of the
island of Guernsey during the German occupation, and of a society as extraordinary as its
name
December 17 - The Room by Emma Donaghue
To five-year-old-Jack, Room is the world. . . . It's where he was born, it's where he and his
Ma eat and sleep and play and learn. At night, his Ma shuts him safely in the wardrobe,
where he is meant to be asleep when Old Nick visits.

Room is home to Jack, but to Ma it's the prison where she has been held for seven years.
Through her fierce love for her son, she has created a life for him in this eleven-by-elevenfoot space. But with Jack's curiosity building alongside her own desperation, she knows that
Room cannot contain either much longer.
Room is a tale at once shocking, riveting, exhilarating--a story of unconquerable love in
harrowing circumstances, and of the diamond-hard bond between a mother and her child.

